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Prospects for development of two extraordinary agricultural heritages in the Mezzogiorno
AGRILEVANTE,  SECOND DAY UNDER THE HALLMARK OF OLIVE CULTIVATION AND WINEMAKING
The cultivation of olives and production of extra-virgin olive oil are a couple of the leading issues at Agrilevante, the international exhibition of technologies which opened at the Fiera del Levante yesterday morning for a run until Sunday afternoon. The economic and nutritional features of this topic were taken up at a conference entitled, Olive Cultivation in the Mezzogiorno: State of the Art and Prospects, and another one, Extra-Virgin Olive Oil: Quality, Technology and Nutritional and Health Features sponsored by the University of Bari and Unacoma, the National Union of Agricultural Machinery Manufacturers, with the trade fair agency. 

Pointed out was that olive cultivation is an extraordinary farming heritage of the Mezzogiorno but account must be taken of the problems involving the market and profitability which require rigorous management of production factors. The first assembly was opened by a statement by the chairman of the University of Bari Agrarian Faculty, Nicola Savino, and concluding remarks were delivered by Regional Commissioner for Agri-Food Resources Dario Stefàno. The bet on Italian olive cultivation, which was compared to production systems in other geographic areas, is for developing production models which make these cultivations financial feasible even for farming structures which are not always efficient or enjoy economies of scale. 

The condition needed for making olive cultivation financially feasible is an ability to enhance the value of the final product, extra-virgin olive oil, by applying effective communications and marketing strategies devised to highlight the extraordinary organoleptic and nutritional characteristics of the product. These were the points handled in the second conference which draw the participation of academic figures from universities and institutional representatives who found that extra-virgin olive oil is, above all, an incalculable cultural heritage, a product in which taste and quality are perfectly reconciled. 

The same issue of olive cultivation was discussed in a conference organized by the Puglia Association of Frantoiani (Olive Pressers) on: Oil Campaign 2011/12 Opening – Performances and Operating Lines. The University of Bari also sponsored a meeting on the Laboratory Networks with the Universities of Foggia, Lecce, the Mediterranean Agronomics Institute of Bari and the National Research Council.

Joining olives as leading features at Agrilevante was winemaking with a meeting on financial issues named, Vineyard Cultivation in Puglia Faced with New Wine Market Requirements: VCI Proposals sponsored by the Rauscedo Greenhouse Cooperatives and, on the same topic, the presentation of Ampelography in First Half of 19th Century. Ampelography is the field of botany concerned with the identification and classification of grapevines. Traditionally this has been done by comparing the shape and color of the vine leaves and grape berries; more recently the study of vines has been revolutionized by DNA fingerprinting. Developed systematically in the 19th century, many of the leading experts in ampelography have been Italian.

In the framework of the MiA Salon dedicated to multifunctional agriculture, a workshop organized by Green Culture took up the issue Substrates in Technical Green for analyses of innovative methods for the care and management of public greens. It was explained that the way a plant adapts to its terrain depends on a special feature located in the top of the roots which explores the soil characteristics and adapts the vegetative functions. This opens the way to new horizons in considering plants as complex and sensitive organisms. 

Sheep raising in Puglia’s Murgia area was the issue covered in a meeting staged by the Province of Bari for the presentation of an ad hoc volume, Contribution of Provincial Agency Silvio Pastorale Cavone to the Development of Sheep Raising in Puglia Murgia Area.The international side of the Agrilevante review was confirmed not only by the arrival in the pavilions of businesspersons from abroad but also the initiatives set aside for official foreign delegations and meetings organized by ex ICE/UNACOMA for businesspersons from Egypt, Morocco, Tunisia, Bosnia, Croatia and Serbia.
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